Volunteers needed for cutting edge Baltic Wharf consultation exercise

For immediate release                                                               Friday 1 July 2011

Community groups are looking for up to 25 Totnesians to take part in a cutting edge pre-consultation exercise for Phase One of the Baltic Wharf riverside revival. 

It is one of the first times local people have been asked to agree the actual consultation process for a private development. 

Baltic Wharf’s owners, TQ9 Partnership, decided to broaden and develop the consultation strategy following the success of its collaboration with community group members G4BW (Group for Baltic Wharf).

G4BW was set up by some of the Baltic Wharf’s most vociferous opponents after TQ9’s first planning application for the site failed to find local support. 

The group offered to work with TQ9 to come up with a more acceptable proposal. The result was a reduced scheme that found much greater local approval. 

Three of the town’s leading community bodies have offered to help find volunteers for the exercise - Totnes Town Council, the Housing and Built Environment Forum and the Travel and Transport Forum. 

Those interested in putting themselves forward can attend open meetings of the Traffic and Transport Forum at the Civic Hall Bar Area on Wednesday 13th July at 7.00pm, or Housing and Built Environment Forum on Thursday 21st July at the Guildhall at 7.00pm.  

TQ9 Partnership will recruit up to seven people to represent the needs of young people and others with special interests.

The volunteers, helped by an independent facilitator, will then come up with a consultation plan to ensure the look and feel of the development is shaped by the whole community. This pre-consultation exercise will take place on August 4th 2011

Baltic Wharf - a 13 acre brownfield site on the banks of the river Dart - is considered among the most sustainable development sites in Totnes. It has outline planning permission for up to 190 homes, space for 350 new jobs, a new marine and business centre and modernized boat yard, a retirement village and public riverside plaza. 

Some 12 acres of adjacent pastureland will become a new public recreation area, with play areas, wetland, edible landscaping and footpaths linking it with the riverside and countryside beyond.  

Phase One of the Baltic Wharf development includes a Landscape and Wildlife Design Plan for the whole site as well as detailed planning of affordable and open market housing and the co-housing scheme. 

Steve Mittler, TQ9 Partnership, said: “G4BW really opened our eyes to the fact that community involvement makes for a better scheme. We have always wanted Baltic Wharf to be an asset to the whole town and we believe this is the way to make sure that happens.”

Independent facilitator Jeff Bishop said: “I’m impressed with all the work to date to make this project genuinely leading-edge, so it is natural – if challenging – to now develop a consultation process that is equally leading-edge.”

Kate Wilson, chair of the Housing and Built Environment Forum, one of the community groups helping to find the volunteers, said: “Baltic Wharf has come a long way since that first planning application. It’s great to see its owners wanting to embrace the ideas and experience local people have to offer.” 

Further information on the two forums is on the Strategy Group website: totnesstrategygroup.co.uk.

Notes: 

Media queries contact Steve Mittler on 07974 763 492

